Performing a Poem
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Try to use each one of the following techniques at least once in order to create a dynamic group presentation.  Be brave.  Go out on a limb and ham it up a bit!  Use the checklist to ensure your group has used all of the suggestions.

1. Alternate readers.


2. Vary the volume.  Read some parts loudly and some parts softly.


3. Have everyone in the group read some lines together.


4. Stagger your start.  Have more than one person read the same line(s) but begin at different times.


5. Echo some words or phrases.


6. Include some dramatic pauses.


7. Focus on the sounds of words.  Exaggerate and elongate onomatopoeic words.  Ssssssss, Fffffffffffff, Shhhhhhh, etc.


8. Use physical sounds:  clapping, stomping, rubbing hands, or any other non-verbal method of creating sound effects.


9. Include some choreography.

