The Tiny Narrative				Name: ________________
Goal: The goal of this activity is to get you writing. Rather than starting with complicated characters, plots, and twists, we’re starting with your own life. Focus on the writing, less on the creating an original idea. 

Requirements:
· Write about an incident from your early life.
· 150-200 words.
· Focus on using a variety of sentence lengths.
· At least 5 lines of dialogue.
· Hit the five senses, especially the ones we don’t normally get: sound, taste, touch, smell.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Enhance the most important moment with a metaphor.
· Well proofread.
Grading
A+ - You met all of the requirements, your descriptions were excellent, and your metaphor was most visceral. Perfectly proofread. 
A - You met all of the requirements, your descriptions were excellent, and your metaphor was most visceral. Proofreading needs just a bit of help. 
B - You met all of the requirements. Your descriptions were pretty good, and you used a metaphor for your most important moment. You have some proofreading errors. 
C - You met most of the requirements. OR You didn’t meet the word length requirements. OR You need serious proofreading. 
D - You tried to meet the requirements, but then got bored or something, because you didn’t meet them all and the narrative is unfinished. OR You have numerous grammar mistakes. 
F - I can’t tell that you care about this assignment. 
Personal Narrative Brainstorming
Directions: Describe as many of the following scenarios as you can (show don’t tell—imagery, dialogue, etc.). Then use the list to generate ideas for your personal narrative essay topic.

Broken bones:_______________________________________________________________

Near-death experience:________________________________________________________

Embarrassing moment:________________________________________________________

Worst sports experience:______________________________________________________

Getting a new sibling:_________________________________________________________

Getting caught doing something wrong:___________________________________________

Death:_____________________________________________________________________

First big argument with friends:__________________________________________________

Family disaster/crisis:_________________________________________________________

Something I’m ashamed of:____________________________________________________

Breaking the window:_________________________________________________________
Moving:____________________________________________________________________

When I took a chance and failed:________________________________________________

The dentist:_________________________________________________________________

Death of a pet:_______________________________________________________________
 
Getting in trouble in middle school:_______________________________________________

I realized that I was no longer a child when:________________________________________

Best birthday present I ever received:_____________________________________________

Best birthday present I ever gave:_______________________________________________

My favorite place is:__________________________________________________________

When I was little, I used to:_____________________________________________________

I love learning about:__________________________________________________________

The person I’ve learned the most from (who is not a teacher) is:________________________

A personal belief that I’ve recently changed is:______________________________________

My parents are most proud of me for:_____________________________________________

My first impression of this person turned out to be completely wrong:____________________

I was lied to when:____________________________________________________________

I wish I had been lied to when:__________________________________________________

Something I’ve learned from someone younger than me is:____________________________

A trip I wish I had never taken was:______________________________________________

Once, I almost won when:______________________________________________________

Something I’ve learned from parents is:___________________________________________

Something I wish everyone could experience is:____________________________________

I wish I didn’t know:___________________________________________________________

Secretly, I enjoy:_____________________________________________________________

The first book I read by myself is:________________________________________________

My first day of kindergarten was:________________________________________________

My worst day of kindergarten was:_______________________________________________

One thing that my parents love that I do too is:______________________________________
My imaginary friends were:_____________________________________________________

