Film Study: What Drives this Film? 
FILM: Gattaca
Select scenes from the film that help you to determine its driving force. 

Make comments based on the subheadings below. Refer to PLOT, THEME, SETTING and CHARACTER as you notice them… 

What is the Genre of this film?  _______________________ _______________

	What I see:            [image: image1.jpg]



The setting














Important Line: 
	What I hear:
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Important Line: 

	What I think:

[image: image3.wmf] The film portrays ___________ as a _____________ individual…





Important line: 
	What I feel:

I like how __________________ is presented as a common kind of person… just like me!
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Important Line:


Points to Consider as you watch the film:


· Genetic Engineering and the moral and ethical issues surrounding it.
· Human Frailty vs. Inhuman Perfection

· Oppression and Discrimination

· Science vs. Religion (or “Ethics”)

· Jerome = Genome (Genetic material)

· Morrow = i.e. as in tommorrow (of the future)

· “Eugene” = comes from Greek, which means “well born”

· Eugenics – Science of improving the hereditary qualities of a race or breed.

· Gattaca = GTCA, symbols for four main chemicals in DNA.

· “Hoovers” or “J. Edgars” = vacuum cleaning brand and also J. Edgar Hoover, director of FBI.

· Irene Cassini – the Cassini division is the largest gap in Saturn’s rings

· GENOISMA - a new form of discrimination has arisen; called discrimination according to one’s genetic purity.

· Labels – “Invalid” – in today’s world this means useless.

· Use of illegal genetic testing in job interviews.

· “God-child” and “Faith birth”

· Motifs (repeated symbols) of glass and water - illustrate the invisible walls Vincent is rebelling against.

· Where do we see glass and water in the film?

· Vincent looking through the glass of Gattaca as a janitor.

· The swimming scenes and Anton as a symbol of the society who rejects Vincent.

· Bars are a metaphor for the visible barriers (find three examples in the film)

