J. de Boer

Pursuit of Happyness: Questions  Name: ________
1. Identify some of the challenges that Chris Gardner faced when trying to sell his bone-density scanners.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What were some of the challenges that Chris’s wife Linda had to face?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. List some of the risks that Chris Gardner faced in getting the job at Dean Witter.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Chris wants a better life for himself and his son. What do you think he sees as happiness for his son? Do you think he makes the right decisions to achieve this?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’
 United States Declaration of Independence


This declaration seems to equate happiness with safety and security. To what extent do you agree with that?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Do you think that people have an unalienable right (i.e. a right that should not be taken away from them) to happiness? Why/why not?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Summarize some of the difficulties that Chris had to face while training at Dean Witter.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Did Christopher (Chris Gardner’s son) face challenges during this time? Identify some of those challenges.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. List some of the alternatives that Chris and his son could have done to make their lives better. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Select parts of the story that were the funniest, saddest, happiest, and most unbelievable.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Select an action of one of the characters that was exactly the same as something you would have done.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. “You want something. You go get it. Period.”(Chris)  Do you believe that you can always get what you want if you try hard enough?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. What things do you think we should pursue in life? Is happiness one of those things? Why/why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. Why do you think so many people in our society see happiness in purely material terms?
________________________________________________________________

